Bomb, chaired a meeting of the Sydney University Labour Club protesting against political victimisation of scientists, and led a deputation to the American consulate in Sydney protesting against the gaoling of the 'Hollywood Ten'. 23 He applied, again unsuccessfully, for the position of Reader in Physics at Sydney University. 24 His security report, dated 14 June 1950, was damning; it concluded:
On his own admission, Doctor MAKINSON is a Communist. It is said of him that he is a "fanatical Communist" and from the foregoing summary this statement appears to be amply justified…He is undoubtedly a clever, dangerous Communist. Wentworth was a virulent and ardent anti-communist crusader. This is exemplified by the following sample of his initiatives. In 1946, he attended, and attempted to disrupt, the AASW meeting (discussed above) at which Makinson admitted his Communist Party membership. 28 A few months prior to his election to Parliament in December 1949, he was involved in the notorious 'Diver' Dobson case in which communists were accused, wrongly, of attempted murder. 29 In 1951, as part of his efforts to assist the work of ASIO, he became a 'sleeping member' of various organisations allegedly penetrated by the Communist Party. 30 . In 1952, he drafted a private member's anti-communist Bill whose provisions disregarding civil liberties far outstripped those of the Communist Party Dissolution Bill of 1950. 31 In 1954, he played a walk-on role in the high drama surrounding the defection of Evdokia Petrov. 32 In Australian governments decide that Australia should be used for the testing and development of these weapons, it appears certain that the facilities of the Radio Physics Laboratory will be required in addition to … qualified personnel. 50 In this context opportunities, particularly for overseas training, seemed ready to open up for Kaiser. In the meantime, the accolades kept coming. One report commented that he
'has continued to demonstrate his exceptional ability and…is an outstanding young man.
He is one of those who should be kept in mind for early experience overseas'. 51 The acting chief of the Radiophysics Division was even more in his assessment:
I have found Kaiser to have an excellent background of physics and of the fundamentals of radio techniques. He shows imagination and initiative together with an excellent command of both experimental and theoretical techniques.. I consider that he has a very good chance of developing into a first-rate research physicist, one well up to the standard of 1851 Exhibition scholars for example. 52 It was therefore consistent that in November 1946 Kaiser should be awarded a highly-competitive and well-remunerated CSIR postgraduate research scholarship to study overseas in a chosen field. A place had to be found for him, so the Divisional Chief Lord Cherwell came out to greet me and in his room we discussed the Kaiser incident. Obviously C. has been upset by it and I offered him very full apologies…He said he knew some time ago of K's leanings…C. was very kind about it all; not desirous of interfering with a man's politics but recognised that the difficulty was due to communists acting in accordance with orders from elsewhere. 74 Being the subject of such discussion and of such an avalanche of communication was immaterial to Kaiser: 75 what mattered, for him, was that when it all stopped, he was without a job.
The grounds for his dismissal from the CSIRO were legally shaky and morally spurious. When he refused to return immediately to Australia, as instructed, on the grounds that he needed to 'discharge [his] personal and scientific obligations' and would return in October, the Executive of the CSIRO deemed his refusal a 'breach of discipline'
and thereby a technical basis for dismissal. 76 There was no question of his incompetence, of his breaching the terms of the travelling scholarship or even of his right to make public statements as a private individual about political issues unrelated to his employment. In fact, one gains the strong impression from reading the minutes of the CSIRO Executive meetings that it favoured not the sack but a reprimand. 77 Indeed, the historian of the CSIR noted that although 'the young scientist was guilty of an indiscretion…a strong reprimand should have been sufficient'. 78 As to all this business about classified information, security, secrecy and the rest of it I just loathe it. Of course we shall be prepared to give whatever guarantees may be required if that is the only way we can engage in research work of any value. I have however the utmost distrust of secrecy practices particularly when they are influenced by military people. 85 Similarly, in a vitriolic letter in early 1949, he wrote:
These politicians and Civil Service bureaucrats know nothing about scientific work or the conditions under which alone it can flourish. "Science" to them means atomic bombs and rocket ranges...Hence the freedom under which CSIR developed seems to them to be something demanding suppression. It is obvious that, if we are to continue to enjoy a large degree of freedom in the conduct of our scientific work in these disturbed times, we must avoid public involvement in controversial political issues: if we do not, we cannot blame anyone but ourselves if we suffer from political interference and the witch-hunting which has gone on in other countries…There may be a few amongst us who confuse scientific freedom with political licence, even to the extent of claiming the right to bring public discredit upon the Organization or the Government of which they are the servants.
The circular concluded with a veiled threat: if such officers were tempted to engage in political controversy, 'it is only right to let them know of the serious view the Executive must take…in the future'. 88 The Executive, however, did not rest there; its next step was Kaiser] did so tentatively because we were intimidated and Clunies Ross dismissed us all rather roughly. 90 
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The consequences of these events for Kaiser himself also reveal much about the limited manoeuvrability of left-wing scientists during the early Cold War years. In turn, they illustrate the incompatibility between scientific pursuits and political commitments. On his arrival in England, the security services continued to trail Kaiser, though now it was MI5. Due to the unavailability of nearly all Special Branch and MI5 records, and the total closure of post-1945 MI5 records, 107 the British security files on Kaiser will remain inaccessible for many years. The only declassified document is a memo, in the Office of the High Commissioner, notifying British security of Kaiser's presence. 108 Kaiser should have known that the door never closes -for example, he was refused a visa when invited in 1972 to attend the launch of a 'radio-clean' satellite in the US which he himself had developed -but he remained 'ignorantly idealistic…he just didn't think that security would be active in this way' 109 . This was to prove his undoing and lead to his second dismissal. 
